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BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW


Lesson 1



Welcome to our study this year of 1 John. This study is a revised study that was written by the Joyful Life Bible Study of Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa. The original study was written is 1994 and we have deleted some questions and updated others with a desire not to affect the integrity of the original study.

One of the reasons John writes the letter to the believers is declared to us in 1 John 1:4, “these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full”. Fullness of joy, what a wonderful and timely message in the days we live in; joy that overflows us. That joy we desire so much comes from constant fellowship with the Father; for in his presence is fullness of joy. (Psalms 16:11b)

May the Lord richly bless us as we begin this study together and may we grow in His grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.


God Bless,
Sandi






“Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away”




BACKGROUND TO 1 JOHN


AUTHOR OF LETTER:		The Apostle John under the inspiration of God (II Timothy 3:16)

a. John also wrote the Gospel of John, II & III John, Jude and Revelation.
b. The name John means Jehovah is gracious.
c. John was the only Apostle not martyred for Christ.

DATE OF WRITING:		A.D. 90, approximately.
					
a. Fifty to sixty years after Christ’s resurrection.
b. Approximately 35 years after Paul founded the church
In Ephesus.

WRITTEN FROM:			Ephesus
					
a. Church in Ephesus founded by Paul. Acts 18:19

1. Pastored by Timothy.
2. Pastored by the Apostle John.


WRITTEN TO:			Circular letter written to Christians everywhere, especially those 
					in Asia Minor. 

PURPOSE FOR WRITING:	Fill in the following verses to discover John’s purpose:

1. I John 1:3


2. I John 1:4


3. I John 2:1


4. I John 5:13 


CULTURAL CONTEXT:	
	John was the last living apostle, the only one who wasn't martyred for Christ. The heresy of Gnosticism was gaining a foothold in the Church when John wrote this letter. The Gnostics didn't believe that God created the "evil" material world, but that a distant emanation of Him did. They believed that Jesus was a phantom when He lived on the Earth and didn't have a body of flesh. Gnosticism was further developed by Arias, who started the Arian heresy. Arias denied the deity of Christ and claimed that He was only a created being. The Arian heresy is the basis of the Watchtower Society's (Jehovah's Witnesses) belief system. John sought to correct the heresy by emphasizing the deity of Jesus Christ in his writings.


Day 1		Background to I John

1. Read over the Background to I John and underline or highlight any thoughts or phrases that especially capture your attention.  Record your thoughts here and explain why it is significant to you.

2. John’s life can be divided into two distinct periods – before Christ and after Christ. Get acquainted with John through the following verses by jotting down what is revealed about him.  Include encounters, relationships and events. 

a. Matthew 4: (18a), 21, 22
b. Mark 3:17
c. Luke 9:54
d. Matthew 17:1, 2
e.  Mark 14:32, 33
f. John 19:26, 27 The disciple who Jesus loved refers to John.
g. John 20;(2), 8
h. John 21:20
i. Acts 1:13, 14
j. Acts 3: 1-8

Challenge: Look up and record a more extensive biography of the Apostle John using a Bible Concordance or Bible Dictionary.

2. Watch for the word know which runs all through I John. This word is found in the key verse of this letter, I John 5:13. What did John want all believers to know?

	a. What assurance does this give you today?


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine, O what a foretaste of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His Blood.  F.J. Crosby
Day 2		Read I John 1

1. Remember I John is a letter, a letter from a loving father to his little children to declare the Word of Life in order that they might be united in fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. Make a note on your lesson of words repeated in this chapter or underline them in your Bible.


2. Give a brief title to I John 1 that summarizes its contents.


3. What speaks to you most about this chapter?



Day 3:		Read I John 2

1. On this first reading of I John 2, you might once again want to mark repeated words or phrases.



2. Write a short sentence that summarizes this chapter.




Day 4		Read I John 3

1. Scan I John 3. List a few of the topics in this chapter.




2. Summarize the chapter’s contents in a few words.



3. You can hardly escape the emphasis in I John 3 on loving one another. Using the letters in the word love, write an acrostic (a sentence using these letters) that expresses love.

L
0
V
E


Day 5		Read I John 4
1. Circle or underline in your Bible or note on your lesson sheet every reference to God as you read I John 4.



2. Give a brief title to this chapter.



3. Even in this brief overview of I John 4, we’re awed by God’s love for us. Write out a prayer of thanksgiving and praise to God for His love you in sending Jesus Christ, His Son, into the world.







Day 6		Read I John 5

1. Reading through I John 5 be on the look out for words that are repeated. Underline or write them here.


2. Summarize this chapter as briefly as possible.
3. Complete this Overview by printing out I John 5:20.  Focus on the words understanding and know.





4. In today’s world there is much to cause us to be fearful and discouraged, look back over this book and consider God’s love for you and me and “know that the Son of God is come, and has given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ,” I John 5:20










Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.
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